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attempted to insert it into legislation whenever
possible. Lincoln often said that he voted for
the Wilmot Proviso in various forms forty or
fifty times during his single term as Congress-
man. This was an exaggeration, and no doubt
meant to be so, but it shows Lincoln's attitude
to the spread of slavery. However, the Proviso
was not carried and the problem of the exten-
sion of slavery into the newly acquired Terri-
tories remained to be solved.

Voting repeatedly for the Wilmot Proviso was
not the only way in which Lincoln showed his
attitude to the slavery question. In the second
session of the Thirtieth Congress, which began
in December 1848, Lincoln voted on various
resolutions connected with the abolition of
slavery or the slave trade in the District of
Columbia. This District, in which the capital,
Washington, was situated, had been formed by
cessions from the states of Maryland and Vir-
ginia, and at the time when these cessions
were made slavery existed in the ceded areas.
But as it was now governed by Congress,
slavery there could not be defended on the
grounds of state sovereignty. There had been
agitation for the abolition of slavery in the
District, but Southern Congressmen and
Senators naturally opposed it, and slave-dealers
found it a useful place for carrying on their
trade. In the Thirtieth Congress the movement
for abolition grew strong, and in the second
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